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Die Mercuriz 30. Decemb. 1646. 
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EE) | Aſſembled in Parliament, I hat 
ZE, Sit WW. illiam Maſſam doe fr Om 
this Houle give thankes to NF, 
Marſpall and MF, þ 7A *comen tor the 
great paines they tooke in their Sermons 
they preached this day before the Com- 
mons at dt. Margaret W eſtminſter (being 
a day of their publique Humiliation ). 
and defire them to Print their Sermons. 


H. Elſynge Cler. Part, D.Cont. 


| appoint Stephen Bowteil ro priat my Sers 
MON, 


Stephen Marſball, 


SO EEPOOSOD SES 
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THE RIGHT 


VNDERSTANDING 


OF IHE 


TIMES: 


OPENE?!) 


In a Sermon preached to the 
Honorable Houſe of Commons, De- 


cember 30, 1646. at Margaret Weſtminſter, 
Being the day of their ſolemne Monethly Faſt, 


\ By Stephen AM arſhall,B. D. Miniſter of Gods Word 
at Finching field i in Eſſex, 


tn 
— cc 


| Ter. $.Verſ. 9,8. 

The Starks i in the beavens knoweth ber appointed times, @ and the T wrtle, 

and the Crane, and the Swallow obſerve the time of their comming, 

but 92; people. know not the judgement of the Ld : How do yee ſaygwee 
arewiſe? 

' I'thew alſt bnowne, even thou at leaſt in this thy day, the things which 

belans #/1tv thy pedces but now they are bid from thine e eJes, Luk. 19.42. 

| So beach wy 20 number our dayes, that wee may apply our bearts unto 


wiſeds:10, Plal. 90. 12, 
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BY 


The Houle of 


COMMONS 


Now Aſſembled in 
PARLIAMENT 


>-dT hath been much lamented by 
SER learned men.,tbat thetimes where- 
RY in things beve been done in the 
=S& world, areno more truly computed, 
= and that thereby all Heſtories of 
h t - times are very imperſec}, Apud 
quos ratio temporis non cohzret, apud ilos ne- 
que ventatis neque fidei hiſtoriez ratio ulla 
conſtare wy How much more js it to bee la- 
mented, that ſo few have any underſtanding of the 
times an reference to the things which concerne their 


everlaſting 


The Epiſtle. | | 
everlaſting peace? becauſe ne leſſe miſchiefe then 
ruine of ſonles, of Nations and Churches unavoi- 
dably breake in npon them, who know not the tinge 
of their viſitation ; If this plaine Sermon may help 
this way to mend the times, and promote the right 
and beſt ſtudy of them, eſpecially if God wouchſafe 
to bleſſe it to bee in any degree uſefull to yau. in your 
great worke for whoſs Meriditn it was tal6ulted, 
for whoſe uſe it was compoſed, to wr ii was 
preached, and by whoſe order it is now ind: pubs 
lique, it will bee a great comfart to the ſpirit, and 
a bleſſed anſwer from heaven tothe Prayers of 


Your unworthy andimoſt 
devotcd Servant, 


STEPHEN MARSHALL, 


X UF 


& <> SSH & < Q > Q oy > Heb < ,, & & < ÞÞ$; Þ SÞ>þ$Þ <$ $b>$þpþÞ$S$ 


A 
SERMON 
PREACHED 
Before the Honorable Houſe of Com- 


mons, at their Monethly Falt, 
Decemb. 30. 1646. 
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1 Chron, 


[ 2. 33. 


And of the Children of Iſſachar, which were men 
that had underſtanding of the times,to kyow what 
Iſrael ought to doe 3 the heads of them were two 
bundred,axd all their brethren were at their com- 
mand. 


N/ His whole Chapter (Beloved) doth 


the men of warre which did cleave 
to David, their names, their qualities, 
their Number, and there is a double 
Catalogue of them : Firſt, a Cata- 
4 10gue of them that did cleave to him, 

before Saul was dead, while he was in 

a defenfive warre for his owne ſafetie, for although Da- 
vid for a great while, had not above fix or ſeven hundred 
I with 
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k . . Introduttion 
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ISam, 14. 45. 
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with him, yet in the end they fel! ro him, eſpecially our 
of the Tribes of Judah, Benjamin, Gad, and I! anaſſeh, 1g 
many that his Army grew ro be like an Army of God. And 
leſt any man ſhouldthinke that it were no bertterthen re- 
bellion in hin and them to beare defenſive Armes againſt 
his Prince, itis ſaid inthe 18 Verſe, That the Spirit came 
pox one of the chiefe Commanders, and told him they were 
his, and would live and die with him, and that God was 
with him, they knew him innocent, they ſaw he was un- 
juſtly perſecuted, they came to reſcue him as a Partridge 
our of a Falcons Talons, and in fo doing they did no 
more, then the whole hofte did ar another time, when 
they ſaved Fonathan out of the hands of his father Saul, 
who would unjuſtly have put him to death. The other 
part of the Chapter beginn:ng at Verſe 23, containerh the 
Catalogue of the Commanders and Souldiers that fell in 
to him to make him King, after the death of Saw/, and 
there you ſhall finde that the excellent qualities of all the 
Leaders,and of many ofthe Souldiers are celcribed ; ſome 
of them were excellent Archers, ſome were exa Slin- 
gers whocould throw and hir ar a haires breacth, ſome 
of them were as couragious as Lions, ſome of them were 
as {wiftas the Roes upon the Mountaines, but none of. 
them all came neere the Tribe of 1[achar, in that which 
makes a people ſtrong and happy both in the time of 
wartre and peace ; They were men of wnder ſtanding, wi o knew 
the times what Iſrael had to dee; and of this excellent 
commendation of this Tribe of 1ſachar, as of a Theame 
thatvery much concernes us, I have choſen to treate this 

y before this gr:at Aſſembly by the aſſiſtance of Al- 
fret God ; wherein there are three things to bee 


ndled, Firſt, 
' The perſons ſpoken of, the Tribe of Iſachqy, and their 


heads and leaders eſpecially, Secondly, | 
Their 


Houſe of Commons at their Monethly Faſs. 


Their (inenlar commendations, ws had underſtanding to 2. 
know the times, what 1[rael, had to doe; the whole Tribe, 

but eſpecially their Leaders, who were about two hun- 

ered, knew the times in referencertotheir duty. Thirdly, 

Here is the intereſt which theſe Leaders had inths hearts #3: 
of their Brethren, and this procured rincipally by their 
wiſedome and nnderſtanding ; all their Brethren wire at 
their command, or as the word .ſignifies, depended on their 
mouth, 1 begin briefly to ſpezke of the firſt. 

The perſons, they were the men of ſachay , 1ſſachav i Part, whar 
you know was one of the twelve Tribes, one of Iacobs pb dean 
ſonnes by Leah, and their lot in the land of Careay tell 7* "*% 
betwixt the balfe Tribe of Manaſfieh and Zebulun, and 
their province was bounded by the mountaines of Gi/boa 
on the one {ide, and mount Hermen on the other; all that 
poodly part of the Countrey, that was called the fat valley 
of FeFreel, was the inheritance of this Tribe of 1[achar, 

a rich in-land Country, and tormerly their Spirits and yu, 
Genivs was like to that of Country Farmers. They min- wag _s : 
ded nothing bur their back and their belly, and ſo Face (piricincime 

himſelfe did forerell of them, in the 49.of Geneſis, when he 12 9.14.15 
{a:J,that 1[achay was like a ſtrong Aſſe that conched dewne opened and 
beyweene two burthens, and ſaw that reſt was good, and gave © xplaiRed, 
himſelfe willing ly to beare Tribute: The meaning was, that 
this Tribe would bee like unto that dull, ſimple, lothfull 
creature the Aſle, that mindednothing but his belley, give 
him but meate enough for his belly and lay what you will 
upon his back , {o this Tribe, if they might not be outed 
or plunered in their rich Country, but might follow 
their bulineſle, and gather wealth, lay any thing upon them 
they would bare it : this of old was the Genius of this 
Tribe, bur ew another manner of Spirit poſſeſſed them; 
none of all the Mariine townes nor Cities where the peo- 
ple are moſt ative, and fir for Negotiation, went beyond, 
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or came neereto the Tribe of 1[achar, now (I ſay) they 
had learned that that makes a people happy, they had 
wiſedome and unitie, they had underſtanding to know 
the times and their dutie, they had many thouſands of 
eycs to {ce into the true ſtare of affaires,and then they had 
as many thouſand hands ready to executezthey could pre- 
fently tall upon that which belonged to them , they had 
wnderflanding of the times, and knew not onely what them- 
{clves, but whatallche Country, what all 1/rael had to 
doe , this wasthe pevple, and this ſtrange alteration that 
God had made in the Spirit of this Tribe of fachar, doth 

afford us this excellent leflon. 
Deff.1. Thatthe Lordcan at bu pleaſure inable and raiſe up the ſpi- 
God oft raiſeth its of perſons, and people 10 doe worthily, from whom no body 
upthe ſpirits would expect any thing. Moſes had foretold that 1[achar 
r gas of would bee but a dull Aſſe, but you ſee how the Lord had 
from whom - Altered, and raiſed him up to doe excellently ; hee went 
—_—_— . beyond allthe other Trib: s; and God hath often done fo, 
F' * heetakes Moſer a Shepheard, a man ſlow of ſpeech, ſends 
him and makes him a fit man to deliver a whole nation our 
of bondage and captiviticz at another time, hee railes 
Geng; . Gideon, a private Gentleman, it may bee but a Yeomans 
Judges 6s. fonng from his Flayle when hee was threſhing of VV hear, 
_—_ and makes hima Caprtaine to route the whele Army of 
the Midianites and to judge his people; at another time 
takes Saul, a Private Gentlemans ſonne, who was {ceking 
for his fathers Aſſes, and makes him fic to governe a 
kingdome 3 takes David a young youth from tollowing 
his Ewes great witlr Lambe, anc pretently enables him 
ro cope with the Gyant Gol:ah, and ro deſtroy him, and 
Amos 7.14. afterwards to beethe ruler over Gods people; hee takes 
Amos, from being a Neatheard, and a gatherer of Sum- 
mex fruit,to bee a Prophet, and to preach in the Kings 
Chappell; takes Eiſhermen who were never bred in Uniz 
verkities, 


Howe of Commons at their Monthly Faff, 


verſities,and ſends them into all che world with the power 
of the Goſpel to ſubdue the Nations to Jeſus Chriſt. 


Thus the Lorg hath raiſed vp inſtruments, and hee can ca- * 


ſily doe ir, for there iS4 ſpiritinman, bur the inſpiration 
which gives underſtanding and gifts comes onely from the 
Almigity, the Lord hath abundance of the Spirit, and 
powres it out where, and how, and in what manner hee 
pleaſerh, 

This may bee a great incouragement to us in all 
our extremities and exigents, let us doe our qdutie, aad 
let us never feare Gods wanting of inftruments tor his 
workez when wee arc low, wee preſently cry our, Lord 
by whom ſhall Faceb ariſe, by whom 2 by ſtones railed up 
to bee children, and by childreninabled todoe the worke 
of men: Wee ſhould never bee at our faiths end, rhough 
ſometimes wee are at our wits end, l-t us doe our dutie, 
and leave itto God, who can eafily raiſe up inftruments 
to-do his worke, from whom wee would never expect it; 
wee our felves have had a great deale of blefled experi- 
ence of it,” In the beginning of our publique troubles,our 
queſtion was, by whom ſhall Eng/and ariſe now it is thus 
low £ Wee demanded, where ſhall wee finde Capraines 
and Commanders tor a warre ina Nation where all men 
have been bred in caſe and peace ? God hath found them, 
and tooke Gentlemen from following their Hawkes and 
Dogs, and Tradeſmen from their ſhops, and Husband- 
men trom their Ploughes, to bee able to cope with the 
moſt expert Command: rs inthe world : and now wee are 
at another loſſe, now wee are demanding, where ſhall we 
find Miniſters torcight or ten thouſand Congregations, to 
inſtru them in the way of life ? Feare not, 1t God for 
our finnes deny'us not this mercy, hee can fulfill that in 
the 68. Pſalme;The Lord will g1ve'the Word, and great ſhall be 
the multitude of them that ſhall publiſh it, the Lorg can raiſe 
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them up unexpeRedly; and ſo in all other our difficulties. 


The ſecond X . . 
andchiefe Butthis I purpoſely onely point at, that I might not 
thing in the bee ſtraightned in the ſecond, which is the ſingular com- 
—_— EY mendarions of this Tribe, They were men of wnder landing 
tar commen- #0 know the times,and what 1jrael had to doe. 
dation, ; | 

=. 7 hat it is a great and high commendation of any people, eſpe- 


Jews roars CIAHY of their Heads and Leacers, to know the times in refe- 

gu/ai ; a 
commendati> 7ence totheir dutie: Thele men of 1ſachir had underſtan- 
onro know ging of the times, to know whar 1/rael had to doe: this 
the times In © 4 _— «5 
reference ro Godlers downe as their high commendation; in the hand- 
mensduties. ling of it I ſhall indeavour theſe three things. Firſt, 
= ——— I ſhall interpret the meaning of it, make you ſee whart it 
; is to know the times in reference to duties, Secondly, 
| #1y, proves. Tſhall indeayour to prove it out of the Scripture, and 

illuſtrate the rruth of ir, that you may ce, that it is a high 

commendation, and a matter of extrem» conſequence, 
and thirdly, andprincipally, 
31y, applyed. 71 ſhall indeavourto make Application of it for our own 
Firſt explai good. For the firſt, | | | 
ned, thereis x VVhatir i5 to know the times in reference to dutie, 
a fivefold ., YOu may pleaſe to obſerve that in the Scripture, andin 
 therimes. the praRtiſe of men, there is found a fivefold knowledge 

of the times. 

r There is an Aſfro/ogicall knowledge of the times, ſuch a 
Aftralogicall. knowledge as the Starre-gazers do boaſt of; a knowledg 
whereby a company of vaine men doc undenake out of 
the Bookes of the Starres ro(tcll you whatſoever God 
hath decreed concerning Men)or States : this knowledg 
is ſo condemned in other places of Scripture that none of 
you will imagine, that this was the commendation of this 
Tribe. Secondly, 

There is another knowledge of the times, which I may 
call a Djabelicall knowledge of the times, whereby 
wicked and ungodly men do ſtudic to 1mprove all advan- 
rages 


2 
Diabolicall, 
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tages of time to further their own luſts and wickedneſſes, 
the ſtudy and knowledge of time-lervers, who indeavour 
ro make the times further them in- their curſed deſignes ; 
men who like Willowes or Bulruſhes in the water will 
bow which way focver the ſtreame runs, and dance after 
the preſent File of the times for their owne ends, I am 
certaine Mdne of you think that this was the commendati- 
on of thit Tribe;ſuch Temporizers & Time-ſervers, how- 
ever they may tor a while applaud rheir own wiſedomes, 
will one day know, they have ſerved but an ill Maſter , 
this was farre from the Tribe of 1[acher, Thirdly, 
You ſhall read of a Propheticat knowledge of the times 
that is, {uch a knowledge as wherein the Lord by revela- 
tion doth inable ſome of his ſervants, I meane the Pro- 
hers, to know what ſhall afrerwards come to paſſe; and 
this kinde of knowledge, though every man hath an itch 


I Prophericall. 


afterir, and many doe as Nebwchadnezzar did, when his 2-2. 29+, 


thoughts troubled him in the night, that hee might know 
what ſhould come to paſle afterwards; yer our Lord 
hath told us, That :t is xot for us thus ts know the times and 
ſeaſons, which the Father hath kept in his owne band, there ** 
15 tourtbly, 

Another knowledge of the Times, and ſtudy of it, ,, 


which is, an Hiſtoricall knowledge of the times, or an atronomicall 


Aſtronomical! knowledge of tne times; a knowledge which 
is extremely and deſervedly cried up by learned men; a 
knowledge wherein many men of choyceſt wits, both 
among Heathens and Chriſtians, ave tooke very great 
aines, wherein they have much advanced wiſedome and 
earning, eſpecially in our latter age. Many rare men of 
choyceſt abilities have ſer downe in 2. continued Series, 2 
Chronologie of all the yeers, that have been fince the 
Creation, and of the moſt memorable things and-per- 
ſons that have fallen our, orlived in the feverall ages,and , 


yeetes; 
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yeeres; and this they have done to their owne everlaſt- 
ing honour, rectifying the accompt of time,and extreme” 
ly advantaged even the ſtudic of the Scriptures; now this 
knowledge, though it bee excellent, yer my Text hath 
nothing to doe with it, and truly though it bee an excel- 
lent thing, men may haveir,and yet die tools, and be mi- 
ſerable for want of that knowledge which I am this day 
to ſpeake of, The Nation of the Jewes were*dmirable” 
in that kind of accompr of times : Scalrger (airh ofthem, 
they were exaRt even to admiration z and Sethws Calviſius 
one of the moſt learned writers of that kiad, though hee 
zoc another way to worke, yet conleſlcs that in the Jewes 
accompt, they did not loſe above the accompt of one 
hourein the ſpace of 1500. yeers; yet becaule they had 
no better knowledge of the times then tl:at, the- Lord in 
Jer.8, the eighth of Feremiab laith, they were tooles, and had 
not ſo much wiledome, as the Crane and the Storke, and 
the Swallow, thoſe irrationall Antmals, who had ſo 
much ſagacitie, as to know the tines of their comming 
intoa Countrey,and leaving a Countrey ; bur this people 
knew nothing of the times in reference to Gods judge- 
ments, and their owne duties : the Lord counted them 
fooles forall their other learning; And therefore there 
is, fiftly, 
| Another knowledge of the times, which I may call a 
Theologea Theologicall knowledge, or rather a gratious and a 


a gracious and Tk 
praQticall Ogg, of thetimes, which is, 1o to know 


knowledge, the times, aS to underſtand the moment and exigence of 
which is hetc Anti... ; ah : ; 
meant. all affaires which tall within the times in reference to their 


owne duric, that they may improve all occurrences which 
fall our ro the right end, This is the knowledge that I 
am to ſpeake of, and this knowledge infinitely goes be- 
yond that other, I conteſſe I finde a great many learned 


Volumes writ for the helpe of the other, to further the 
1 Chro- 


- 
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Chronologicall, or Hiſtoricall wicedome of the times, 
abyndance of Aſtronomicall Tables have becn compiled, 
and other helpes ſer forth; but for this latter, I hardly 
know one little Pamphlcrextant abour it, and yer this in- 
faitely goes beyond the other, for though a man ſhould 
die ignorant ofthe other, and never know the Fulian Ac- 
co.unt,or wherein the new & old ſtile differ one from ano- 
ther, if hee have but learned ro number his Cayes, fo as 
to apply his heart to wiledome, hee will honour God 
here, and bee happy tor ever; but without this, what 
learning ſoever hee had in the other, his life will be wic- 
ked, and in the end hee will die a foole: And this was the 
knowledge of this Tribe, this Practicall knowledge, fo 
that when the other Tribes ſome of chem ſtool1 tor the 
houſe of Saw, ro continue the government there; others of 
them inclined io David to make him King,and others pro» 
bably were unſatisfied in their thoughts concerning ei- 
ther of them, poſhbly thinking it would bee beſt ro con- 
tinue their old Ariſtocraticall government, in their ſeve- 
rall Tribes, and to waite that God ſhould raiſe them up 
extraordinary Judges ia difficult times, and ſo they ſtood 
in a kind of indifterency and neutralitiez theſe men of 
Iſs har, eſpecially their Leaders, had ſo ſtudied the times, 
that they did nut onely know what was lawfull and ex- 


pedient in this huge turne of theirs, in this great buſineſſe What: 


that was before them, but they knew what was their du- 


knowledge of 


tic, yea what all the kingdome, all the Common-wealth the times is. | 


ought to doe with them, they knew the times, and what 
Iſrael had is doe. h 

Now this knowledge that I have brought you to, is 
not.-a mentall or ſpeculative underſtanding of humane 
affaires, orthings belonging cither ro Church or Com- 
mgn-wealth, but ic iSa Practicull knowledge, which is 2 
wicabilitic ro manage all the (ITY thas _ 


y 


8 ” 
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have in reference to their duties in one word, it is to ob. 
ſerycall Gods adminiſtrations, wherewith the preſent 
time is filled,his providences, his mercies, his judgements, 
his words, his workes, to obſerve them (TI ſay) ſo as there. 
by to bee inabled ſcaſonably and timely ro performe their 
owneduries, and to regulate their converſations accor- 
ding to the exigence and jufifture of times, for the glory 
of God, the good of their brethren, and the ſalvation of 
their owne l{oules, and this is the Theame- wherein I now 
procced. 
2. This Doa- - To give yon lomeevidence out of the Scripture,to make 
rine proved. jt apparent tO you, that 1t is the higheft commendations 
that can bee giveno Jany people, to have this underſtan- 
ding of thetimes, in reterence to their dutie : and for the 
proofe of jt, I ſhall indeavour theſe rwothings, Firſt, 


8 To thew it you plainely out of the Scriprures, thar itis 
a marvailous high commendation, and a deſerved one. 

And ſecondly, 
2 I ſhall indeavourto make a further illuſtration of this 


Doarine, of knowing the times, out of Gods Word, 
1. The Scri- To prove that it is ſuch a high and deſerved commen- 
wrecalls this qations, take but theſe three proofes. Firſt, every where 
— Scripture this is counted true wiledome, and in the 
accompt of God, they goe for wile men, who under- 
ſtand the times in referencerotheir duties ; looke firſt in- 
Epheſ.s 15, tothe fifrof the Epheſians, at the eight verſe, and ſo for- 
16.opened . ward,the Apoſtle layes downe this great DoQrine, That 
«a cxphincd. ow, God had fant the light of the Gofpell amongſt 
them, they muſtnot for time to come walke as other Gen- 
/ ules did walke in the vanitie of their minds, but they 
muſt-1cade a life worthy: of the Goſpell; and this hee 
: preves by many Arguments, which when hee hath pro- 
« w<d, thcamthbe ty. and 16. verſes, hee ſers downe what 
was lite is, ſec: then, char you walke ©:7*#9s, exaÞJy, _ 
of Fooies: 
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Faoles but as Wiſe men, wherein lies that © redeeming the 
time becauſe the dayes are evill ,, there is all required; there 
is the manifeſtation and demonſtration, that you do not 
walkz like Fooles, bur as Wiſe men, if you have but once 
learned to redeeme the time in theſe evill dayes; the 
dayes are navght, the times are cvill, full of ſnares to be 
avoyded, many duties to bee done; now herein will a 

peare Goſpell-wiſedome,to walke ſo as that in jtheſe evill 
dayes, you may redeeme the time: and So/omon hath an 
excellent diſcourſe of the lame ſubjeR, in the eighth of 
Fesleſbaſtes, in the beginhiflg of the Chapter, hee gives a 


high Encomium of a #- gnan; Who is (faith hee) as the 


wiſe man ? that is, noWan can bee compared to a wiſe 
mn, What is hee ? that knowes the interpretation of 
a thing, heethat knowes what every bufineſle doth truly 
henifie and call for, that fFThe wife man, then hee” tells 
ou, this mans wiſedome will gaine him courage and cre- 
dir, hee will bee Ronored TE eſteemed, then brings it 
downe, to manifeſt the excellency of rhis wiſedome in 
one particular caſe, which is the moſt rickle bufineſle in 
the world for men to bee imployed in, and that is in at- 
tending uponthe affaires of ſupreme Governors in doing 
that which the higher powers command them, for they 
will quickly bee angry and take offence, therefore doe 
their buſineſle carefully and ſpeedily as you fhould, and 
if they bee angry, goe not away in a pet,&c, But now 
|:{ ſome body ſhould ſay, Doe you meane thar a man 
ſhould doe all that Kings, and ſupreme Magiſtrates-doe 
command ,withour further enquiry ondelay 2 No, ſaith 
Salomon in the fifth Verſe, the wiſe man knowes buth time 


and judgement , the wiſe man that hath the interpretation 
of # rhing, knowes what is to bee done, what is to bee 
refuſed, and when things areto bee done moſt fitly or op- 
porrunely ; therefore none like the wiſe man, So like- 

| Ca : wiſc 


Eclcſ.8. x. 


ro 6,0pened, 
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Deur.32.19. Wile _—— 32. of Deateronemy, about the 19. Veric, 
0 that thu people were wiſe, that they did but wuder ſtand their 

laſt end , that they but rightly knew theirtime: and in the 
90. Plalme,which is another prayer of Moſes, Lora teach 
ws ſo 18 numier onr dayes, to make luch a compute of our 
times, #hat wee might apply onr hearts to wiſedome. 1 might 
give you many other Scriptures which ſhow that the Lord 
counts this to be true wiſedome; nay,1le add this further, 
the very light of nature hath taught the Heathens to judge 
. this to-bee true wiſedome : the. {even Counlcllors of that 
' reat Emperour of Pers, in the firſt of Eſter are laid to 

men that krew the times, the meaning is, that they 
were wile Counſc]lors, and among the Romans it is a 
Proverbiall Adage, homo emniam horarum, that is, hee is 
a wiſe manthart is a man for all houres, knowes the buſi- 
nefle of every time, of every place, whatſoever hee is 
called to, hee underſtands his affairs; and in truth this 
may well bee called wiledome, for it & wiledome , it is 
not onely a part of wiſedome, bur it is the very Syſteme 
and comprehenſion of all wiſedome: I know there is a 
ticular wiſedome that men may have in ſome affaires, 
Eſy 23.16, AS a Husbandman that knowes but how to plough his 
ground {ca{onably, &c. that is called his wiledome, and 

Exod.zs, the women that did bur know how to ſpin finely, &c, 
Men may have a kind of wiſedome inthis or that particu- 

lar trade, and yet all the world may know him to bee a 

foole ta everything elſe, bur that that is the true and re- 

What wiſe. all witedome which properly ſers a man out to goe for 
domeis, Aawiſe man, properly ſtands in the true underſtanding of 

the times, in reference to mens duties. 

For -both Philoſophers and Divines doe agree, that 
wiſedame is .made- up of theſe two things ; the ore is, 
Intelligence, which is nothing but the underſtanding of 

\ things: in, their nature, as.they arc good or evils. 98 
b- 4 


Pſal, 90.12, 


Efer 1,13, 
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ather is Sapience, which is the ſame underſtanding ap- 
plycd to particular buſineſles, as they ſtand veſted with 

all their circumſtances : and that man that hath the un- 
derſtanding of aftaires, as they are circumſtantianted wich 

all things that goe with-them, and knowes how hee may 
dexterou(ly and opportunely apply himſelfero them, 'hee 

is the wiſe mangthat is the firſt proofe, that the Spirit of God 

every where calls this wiſedome. Secondly, 
 Thefſame Spirit of God doth viſually call the wantof 2, 
this,folly, whatſoever other excellencies meete in an 
mag, if they want this, the Scripcure calls them fooles, 
yea bypocrites, wicked ones, in the 8, of Feremiah, the 
Lord ſpeakes inthe 6, 7,8,9. Verlcs, after this manner, 
How doe you [ay you are wiſe? why dot you pretend to wiſe- 
dome, (and hee ſpeakes norto the vulgar people, bur to 
the Scribes, their learnedft men, that could handle their 
rongues and their pens beſt) there was no wiſledome in 
them, they were fooles; Why # becauſe ( faith God ) 
the Storke, andthe Crane, and the Swallow know their ſeaſons, 
but this people knowes not the time of my judgements ;, and 
therefore the Lord would not have them pretend to any 
wiſedome, bur bee contented to bee counted fooles,  be- 
cauſe they were ignorant of this : and our bleſſed Savir 
our in the 16, of Matthew, when the Scribes and Phari- Marth.16.x, 
ſees, and the learned Doctors of the Law came and de- © * 
fired to have ſome furtherevidence from him, by ſome 

ligne from heaven, that hee was the Meflias, Chriſt told 
themthey were Hypocrites, they were & finfull and,an 


13. 


Jer $.6,7,5. 


. adulterons Generation, meerely becauſe they did not \un- 


derſtand the fignes of the times, A wicked and an adulte- 
rous generation would have morelight: you can tell by 
the Clouds when ic will bee faire weather next morning, 
and you cangueile by the morning whether it will be raing 
hut yee hypocrices, yee fooles ( ſaith hee ) youcapnor 


C3, diſcerne. 


Luke 19. 41. 
44. 


Matth. 24. 
Luke 27, 
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diſcerne the ſignes of thetimes, what the times ſignifies, 
and calls for at your hands, you have no underſtanding of 
this, andtheretore you may goe for a company of fooles, 
and hypocrites, and ſo left them and departed. Nay, 
thirdly, which makes it yet morecleare, | | 
The want of this knowledge of the times in reference 
to mans duric, is that which the Spirit of God uſes to * 


render asthe onely cauſe of a peoples ruine: whenſoever F 


2 people are brought to ruine, it they be a people to whom 
God afforded meanes to fave them, when they come ro be 
ruin'd, the Lord layesit wholly upon this, hat they knew 
not the times of their viſitation. This you'le find in the 19, 
of Lake, and the latter end of it, when Chriſt about the 
41. Verſe, came to take: his faretull of Fere/alem and to 
diethere; from the top of the Mountxzine he looked over 
the Citic and fell awceping, O (faith hee) that thow hadft 
but known in this thy day the things that belong ts thy peace,but 
they are hid fromthy eyes, then hee goes on and tells them 
what ſhall become of them, te enemics\ſballcaſt a banke 
and not leave oxe [{ane upon another, levell themws to the ground 
and their Children inthem , tor what I pray ? becauſe they 
knew'ſt not the time of thy viſitation « deſtruction came in 
onely at that breach, they knew nor the time of their 
viſitation ; and elſewhere our Lord ſaith, in the latter end 
of the world, when ruine (ball come, it will bee then, as it 
wasin the dayes of Nob, and as it was in the dayes of 
Lot, men ſhall bee cating and drinking, and marrying 
wives, but know nothing they ſhould do for their fal- 
vation till utter ruine come upon them. I hope now the 
truth of this Leſſon is cleare out of the Scripture, 

Bat if you pleaſe to goe A little further yer, and 
confider the excellency and difficulty of this wiledome to 
know thetimes, how much depends uponir,8& how muctiis 
requiredto ir, you'l bee fully ſarisfied,thar a greatercom- 

mendation 
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mendation can never bee given of any man, or any peo- 


ple, then this, that they know the tames in reference to 


their duties: and that I may. open what belongs to the kc 
ce right un» 


, making up of this wotke, I beſeech you give mee leave 6 ot 
toopen thele {1x Concluſions out of the Scriptare, which the times ope- 
4 all muchconcerne this wiſedome of knowing the times in <4 our of the 


' ' Scripture | 
referencetadutic. Firſt, g's toy 


That time is one of the moſt pretionus treaſures that ever Concluſ, 1. 
God beftowes upon any man, or any people, 1.becauſe time is 
the onely meaſure our of which God powres our all his 
2dminiſtrations.2.Time iris the onely ſpace in which men 
are ro doeall their worke. 3. It's to pretious that God Exed.z1i.r 9. 
would have men value ic one to another : if any man had 
hurt another, hee muſt nor onelypay for his healing, but 
hee muſt pay for the loſſe of his time, Yea, 4. God calls upon 
his people to redeeme it at any rate; Reaeeme the time, re- EPh*\-5- 16: 
deeme the time, asit there were no commoditie, that the pens. 
God of heaven would fo commend unto men (next ro 
histruth) chat wee thould buy ſb eagerly, as wee ſhould 
purchaſe time. Yea, 5- it is fo pretions, that Hee who is 
at that great coſt to make and contrive it, as te caule rhe 
Sunne every day to run about the world, and all thoſe 
excellent creatures in the firmament to makeitrheir work, 
for the continuation of time will call men to accompt for 
every moment, for every minute of it : That is wy firſt 
Concluſion, that time 1s a pony Jewell in Goas ac- 
count, and ought to be ſo inall people's. Secondly, 

God hath joyned time and dutic inſeparably one to another ; coo >. 
ſo that there isno dutie, bur it hath an appointed -time for Eccleſ.3.1,z,-, 
it, and there is notime, bur it hath an appomred: dutie for: *<- 
its it's diſputable whether there bce a vacuwm in nature 
or no, it is moſt cerraine there is no. varwmin time : No 
maneverlivesto {ce that minute.of time, nor thatragge or 
cranny - of time, of which hee may wrucly fay ar this. 
time, / 


Ma'th, $ 


Conc;uſ. 3. 


Eſay a6. 
Plal. 206.3. 
Pſal. 62. $1, 
i 19. 19. 


Conchyſ, 4+ 


I A Sirmon Preached before the Homer able 


time, I have nothing at allto doe; bur the Lord hath 
meaſured out to all ures ſome durtie or other : this our $4- 
viour ſaith expreſlyCararh. 6:34. when hee would dif. 
ſwade men from troubling themſclves to day with the 
duties that belong to to-morrow, hee uſerh this argument 
among others, Tcouble not your ſelves for ro morrow, 


for tomorrow day hath trouble exongh of its owne, ſufficient 


for day « the trouble of it ,, the care, the worke, the 
dutic of every day that paſſeth over our heads is enough 
to fill the day, that is the ſecond, that God hath joyned 
time and dutic together. Thirdly, ; 

There aye ſome 'great duties that are 16 bee concurrent in vhe 
prafiiſe of all men, with. every moment of their lives: My 
meaning plainly isthis, the great buſineſſe of glorifying 
God, of ſaving our immorrall foules, of keeping a g 
conſcience, of working out our ſalvation, theſe great 
things are not ſet off by God'toany let time, but they are 
ro be concurrent with every moment of a mans time; Truſt 
inthe Lord at af times , have reſpet ro Gods Comman- 
dements at af tiwes; Blefied arc they that doe juſtice and 
judgement «t «l/times , bee yge alwayes ready for your 
maſters comming - And of thoſe excellent men Foſiah 
and others, it is recorded that they looked to Gods Com- 
mandements al! their dayes , ſo that the great matrers of 
glorifying God,ſaving our ſoules, looking for our Maſters 
comming,&c. theſe dutics arc to bee concurrent with all 
our time, Fourthly, 

Severall times, 1 meane the ſeverall compoſitions of 
times, or Scenes, or JunC&tures of times, have their ſewe. 
rall and peculiar asties laid out for every man by God himelfe: 
my meaning is this, there is a time of youth, a time of age, 
a time of proſperitie, a time of adverſitie, a time of comfort, 
a time of rroable, a time of warre, a time of peace, and 4 
hundred other feverall trames, and compotitions, and 

let junQures, 


z 
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juactures of time. Now fo often as God deth make a 
new Scene of the time,every man hath ſome new duty or 
other toact , his part requiregthar hee ſhould aRt ſome 
new thing , the Scripture is full of ſuch expreflions as 
theſc,'m the times of proſperitie doe thus, inthe time of adver- 
ſite doe thus, in the time of the Goſpel doe thus,5c, Now 
wo know the time, and the ſcverall duties belonging to 
every time, 15 one of the hardeſt things that belong to the 
raske of man, this wiſedome lies in the deepe, it is a diffi- 
culr thing to find out what the duties are that belong to 
the ſeverall times. Bur then faftly, _ 


That the Boke of God, and onely the Buoke of Gd, is ableits Concluſ. 5, 


informe them who faithfully ſtuiy it, in all the duties that doe 
belong to every new poſture or face of time, Firſt 1 ſay, onely 
Gods Booke can do it, there are Bookes of excellent wiſe 
dome written by ocher men, but take them all together, 
ket 2 man b2e never ſo verled in them, they will never 
diſcover to him every duty that belongs to every time, 
but the Booke of God can doe it if men have their ſenſes 
exerciſed inthe ſtudy of ir; there is no time {o intricate, 
no dutic ſo arduous, bucthe Booke of God will teach all 
men, from the Miniſter to the Hearer, from the Prince to 
the SubjeR, ro make every one of them perteR ia all the 


workes which belong to them. Pſalme 19. 7, it is ſaid, Pral.rg.7,,. 


the Word Tives w1derſtanding to the ſim le, and in the third 
of the Proverbs,Veri.21,22,23 In all thy wayes acknowledge 
her, and thou fhalt walke in thy way ſafely,and thy fort ſhall not 2, 
* fumble, when thou lieſt downe thow ſhalt not bee afraid, cc. 
Dbe bur get wiſedome into thy heart, get acquaintance 
with Gods Word, it will dire thee in all thy 
whether to the right hand or to the left, ar every tu 


Prov,z.21,22, 


place it will ſay, here is thy way, and theſe muſt bee thy Efy 20.215) - 


ſteps. Sixtly,and principally, 


As there are ſeverall times, and ſeverall duties annex- ©99/*|, 6+ 


od 


a Cor. 6.2; 


A Sermon Preached before the Honor able 


ed ro theſe times, ſo in every time for any duty, there x 
ſome particle of that time, which is the opjortunitie of the du- 
tie, the ſeaſon of the dutiewthere Is the ſpace of time, and 
there is the ſeaſon of time ;, the ſpace of time is nothing but 
the continuation-and ſucceſſion of ſo many minutes and 
moments one of another, bur the ſeaſon of time, or op- 
porcunitie of it,is time apred and fitted, to doe a buſi- 
neſſe. Now thele rwo doe very much differ one from 
another, the one of them the length, the duration of rime, 
ze Greeks calls *&%, but the ſeaſon, the opportuniric is 
Called x=&*, which is the temps commodum, the tem 
iti of rtime,the ripeneſle of time: and this indeed is pro. 
erly time in reference to dutie, And concerning theſe 
eal@ns of time or times fitted for bufineſle, be pleaſed tg 
conſider theſe five things, I fhall need onely to name 
them, becauſe I ſpeake to an underſtandingpeople. 
That any worke to be done is done eaſily if the agportunitie be 
taken ,, rake opportunitie by the forelock, and any buſi. 
neſſe whatſoever isto bee done, will bee done wirh eaſe, 
not onely becauſe opportunitic is the ripenefle of rime, 
bur becauſe in opportunities God offers to worke with ys, 
and forus : Now you know any bufineſle rhar muſt bee 
done by the helpe of another, is then eaſily done, when 
both parties joyne in it. Two Men thar are to lifr up a 
burthen,if they both lift rogether, and rake the Hae,now, it 
goes up cafily. A veſlcllthart is to be driven,if the Warer- 
men ply the Oares,the wind & tide go with them, the veſ- 
{ell is carried eatily;Now(lI ſay) the Lord offers wr 
to come in to a people when there is a fit opportunl- 
ri en he holds up his hand,and ſaith, Now litt,znd Ile - 
lift with you, now row, and my Word ſhall blow with 
you; ſuch Scripture as theſe are frequent, 7» 47 accep4 
ted time I have heard thee, aud Twill heare thee inan accepta- 
ble time ; In a day of ſalvation I will ſucconr thee, in an op» 
portune 


e 


—m_ 
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porrune time: God offers ro comein and helpe, if oppor- 
tunitic bee taken; This made the heathens eſteeme op- 
portunitie 4 goddefſe. 

As things are cafie when men take opportuniries, ſo 
they are then beantifull ;, the beautie and grace of every du- 
tie, both with God and man, is, when it-is done in its fir 
ſcaſon z the righteous man in the firſt Pſalme, is compa- 


red to the Tree that brings forth his fruit in his ſeaſon, /#- pr r.;. 


wn in (wo, his Qwne fruit, and in his proper ſeaſon, God 


(laith Solomon) bath made every thing beautifull in its ſeaſon , Eccleſ.3,11, 


all Gods works are beautifull in their ſeaſon, and fo are 


all mens workes t00 : A word ſpoke zz ſeaſon, i like Apples Prov.xg.11, 
of Goldin pittures of Silver ;,, and a good word in ſeaſon, © "15-23. 


hiw comfortable it «, Thirdly, 

But know, that theſe Opportunities are wondrows hard to 
frd owt , very difficult it is tor menio know the true ſea- 
ſon or opporrtunitic of a buſineſle : men may know times 
and {eatons welenough in particular buſinefles,the ſeaſons 
for tilling the ground, and breeding and breaking of Cart- 
tle,8&c. In fuch low and triviall things in compariſon, 
ſeaſons may calily bee knowne, but in the great morall 
affaires, that concerne God and mens ſoules, the difficul- 
teſt rhing that lies before man, is, to finde out the true 
ſealon when they are to bee done; this Solomen lets 


3. 


downe moſt excellently in the eighth of Zccleſiaftes, Verſe eceleſ.s.6; 
6. Becanſe to every purpoſe there i required time and jwlge- opened, 


ment, therefore the miſery of man is great upon him, raarke 
that expreffion, moſt men are miſcrable, becauſe a buſi- 
nefſe cannot bee dence, without a fit ſeaſon and judge- 
ment to know it : as if Solomon had ſaid thus, Thetruth is, 
opportunities are ſo r«re, oft-times ſo ſudden, fo violenr, 
lo x the wind ſeldome blowing long inan opportune 
\point,and men fo ignorant,fo blinded with prejudice,with 
"vaine hopes or feares, that moſt men are miſerable in 
that they cannot find out the true ſeaſon of a buſinefle, 


D 2 and 
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and thereby intimares that in.gvery buſinefſe the moſt 
difficule part of the worke is the right timing of it. I adde 
fourthly, 

Thar when opportunities are paſt, if thry bee let fl;p, they are 
oftentimes altogether irrecoverable ,, and the bulineſle is ci- 
ther wholly loſt, or never better then halfe done, it may 
coſt more to patch up a buſineſſe out of ſea{on,then requ- 
redto have done it beautifully if the ſeaſon had been taken; 
As the ftory goes of the $S:by//s bookes, they were ftaine 
rogivethe full price for one, which would have bought all 
three,when two of chem were burnt. Poſt eſt 8ccaſio calva, 
Unleſſe God make another opportunitie, man can never 
call opportunitie back againe, Opportunities are Gods 
ficting of time to buſineſſe,8& none but God can thus fit it 
therefore you ſhall find Eſau would have repented and got 
the bleſng,he wept and cryed for it,y er miſled ir, he might 
have had it once without weeping and crying, bur he loſt 
the ſeaſon, and the ſeaſon being gone, hee could never re- 
cover it with all his weeping : $o the fooliſh Virgins came 
with their Lampes, pretending to have got ſome oyle, and 
cryed, Lord open to «, but the ſeaſon was paſt, and there 
was no entrance ; thetruth is, ſeaſons are to buſineſles as 
money is tO wares, hee that would buy a commoditie up- 
ona market day, when pofhibly the commodinie 1s very 

cheape, may then have it torJaying out his money, loſe 
but that maker, poſhbly ten market dayes will not helpe 
him againe wichit,and cither never buy it or give a grearer 
rate for that wh:cly is not ſo good as the other would 
have been, if opporcunities bee once paſt over, without 
the Lord create them againe, men are utterly loſt in their 
bufineſſes. Fiftly;and laſtly, 

As thelc opporcunitics are excellent, and hard to find, 
and trrecoverable it they bee loft: So in the-laſt place, 
know, that nowiſedome, no learning, nothing but a gratious 
Bart guided bythe Spirit of God, doth know how to take op- 


portuninies 


owuſe of Commons at t 17 Month! 12 


_ portunities in time, for the great buſineſſes that concerne 

Godand his glery, no wiſedome but the wiſedome- of 
grace, and Gods Spirit guiding the heart,doth ever know 
tro doe bufineſſes in their right feaſons. I1 other things 
(as I ſaid before) they may bee taken, naturall men may 

low and ſow in leaſon, &c, Yea, men may ſenſibly un- 
derſtand the times, {o as to mourge for the aftliftions of 
them, ſo asto rejoyce in the good of them, and wicked 
men by a devitliſh wiſedome can take the ſeeming oppor- 
tunities, to promote their owne wicked defignes; the 
harlot can take the opportuniric of her hnsbands abſence, 
the thicte the opportunitie of the twilight, and (o every 
man the {ceming opportuniric of —_ that are of the De- 
vill, for Satan helpes chem, but ro know the opportuni- 
ties of the things that concerne God and our ſoules, no- 
thing bur a gratious heart enables a man to doe it: the 
Scripture is very plaine for this, Solomon expreſles itno- 


'rably in the tenth of Eccleſiaſter, Verſ. 2. CA wiſe mans x... 
beart is at ha r ght hand, but 4 fooles heart is at his left , the opened, 


meaning is this,when a bufinefle is to be done, & the right 
ſeafon tor it, the wile man, a gracious man hath his hand 
ready, and his heart ro joyne with his hand, heis alwayes 
dexterous at it, but a tooles (7, e. a wicked mans) heart, 
when his bufineſſe is to bee done, his heart is at his lefr 
hand, every finger 1s 2 Taumbe, hee cannot manage it : 


but more clearely So/omon exprefieth this, Prov. 17. Verſ; Prov.17.16. 


16. Where/cre ts there a price in the hand of a foole t0 buy 
wiſcaome, ſeeing he bath no heart to it? Ler a wicked man 
have opportunvies, give him wealth, give him honour, 
give him meanes of grace, five him eny thing that. may 
helpe to wiſedome, hee hath no heart to it: Soalſo ſauh 
Daniel, Dan.12. 10. ſpeak 


"none of the wicked ſhall 
$04) fall, 


» but the. wiſh ſhall, the 
D 3 "Thus 


rftanding thetimes, Dan. 132.10 
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Thus I have done with the Doctrinall part of it, and 
by this time I hope youall grant, that it is a matter of 
wondertull concernement, of admirable wiſedome and 
commendation, to have underſtanding of the times and 
ſcaſons, ſo as rightly ro diſcharge their owne duties : 
Application in T now come tothe Application of ir, wherein [ ſhall one- 
mo. ly infit upontwollcs, the one is, 

For Hamiliation,in reterence to time paſt,to ſeaſons and 
opportunitics which are paſt and loſt, The other ſhall be, 
For Exhertation, in reference to the time to come, that 
wee may learnethisexcellent wiſcdome to know the times 
and ſeaſons ſo as to loſe no more of them. For the frſt, 
Uſ: 1. Is it ſuch a fingular commendation, ſo excellent a 
blumiliation. yyiſedome, a matter of ſogreat moment and conlequence, 
ro know the times inreference to duty ? O what cauſe 
of Jamentarions is there: Firſt, 


I In generallro us all? a man might in this caſe fill ſuch 
I gencrall 10 a booke as Ezekzels roule was, wi. h weeping, and lamen- 
-. cation and mourning : Here is a great Aſlembiy gathered 


rogether to mourn upon a day of mourning,and it ever any 
Doctrine that ever I have preached might call tor mour- 
ning at all your hands, I am per{waded this doQtine 
calls for it from 'cvery one of us, God bee mercitull ro 
us, wee have all been fooles, we have not knowne the 
times of our viſitation, wee have knowne the times to 
ralke of them, ſometimes roinvcigh againſt them, crying 
ont, they are the worſt times chat ever were ; but tor this 
knowledge of my Text ( wherein true wiſedome thould 
appeare) to know the times in reference to our duties, I 
feare I may ſay as Pas! ſaid of the Corinthians, hardly one 
wiſe man to bee found amonsff 4, One ſaid, ( I know not 
how truely) of the Helvet ans, that he travelled through 
their'Country, and found that there are rorz pags replets fa- 
ins, whole Villages inhabited by none but foolesy yay 

. (bclaved) 
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{ beloved )/ not onely our Country. Villages, but our 
marker townes, and our Cities, and pray God it prove 
net that our Parliament and Aflemblies are all filled with 
fooles in this great point, tew or none of us know the 
times in reference ro our duties. Let mee fſpeake face- 
lyto you, God hath caſt che lor of all of us in ſuch times 
as have been filled with ſuch adminiſtrations, as the like 
could nor have been inthe ſpace of theſe 1000 yeers; and 
confident | ara, that hee that loſes theſe times wherein we 
have lived, would never have redeemed any times and 
yer notwithſtanding, have nor wee, O have not wee all 
aſually put off co the future, the duties that belong to- the 
preſent time, and done in the preſent time, the things 
that ſhould never have been done at all - Have not moſt 


of us lived all our dayes, as if God had made us for the , 
World, as Leviathan tor the Sea, onely to take our plea- - 


ſure in ir? others of us to fill eur ſhops with commodries, 
our purſes with money, our houles with ſtuffe and pro- 
viſion, as if there had been no better things to have been 
reearded? wheninthe meane time for'the-admirable op- 
portunities wee have had for the glorifying of Gods and 
the ſaving of our {oules, as if theſe had been nothing 
worth ; woe unto us,- wee have done any thing. rathet 
then make improvement ofthem: and as rich people will 
give any poore people leaveto goe into their Pcale-fields 
to gather laptulls of their Peaſe, as being things of little 
worth, ſo have wee allowed any thiff to-take up .out 
time, {porting, ad eating, and prating, ane flceeping; and 
ſuch things that are of lirtle concernment; O- how much 
of our pretious time have they devoured and” weeiregard 
it not2what cauſe have wero tremble at the thought ot? 
 Ibtleechvou tell met God ſhould come now, and;day:to 
any Wobleman,'Gentleman, Miniſter, :Citizenyior other 
thatis here, 1 have given thee" 20, yeers;/4aFerrs;threes 


(core 
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2. More pat- 


eicularly ro the 


Parliament. 


and intcreſts, and ſtares, you had abundance of opportu- 
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ſcore yeers of time, I havefilled thy time with glorious 
opportuniticF;as excellent as ever I gave to any, the leaſt 
of them worth a world,give in your Bill of accompt what 
you bave done withthele ? what improvement you have 
made of them © how have you waiked I beſeech you? 
what accompt could you make * would it not appeare. 
that you have ſpent many houres and dayes in riot and 
wantonnheſſe, ſporting and playing, in {wearing and cur- 
fing, in contriving and aRting that which 1sevill and milſ- 
chicyous, and very few minutes for your God,& for your 
ſoule, for obtaining eternall lite, A —_—_ or doing good 
to your brethren : God bee mercitull,co us, wee could nor 
anſwer him one word for a thouſand, wee have all cauſe 
co lt2 in rhe duſt, and wo ny 4 we have been fooles, 
and'not knowne ' the things that belonged to our peace, 
not regarded the time of our viſitation. 

Buc (Honorable and beloved) give me leave to bring this 
lefſpg nearer to you, who have called mee this day tg 
preach, and let me make a more through enquiric after 
your wiſedome in this particular, becauſe you are look'( 
upon as the wiſe men of the Land that know the timey 
berter then others; Iam confident you doe not defire tg 
bee flattered: any day, but this day I hope that will beg 
moſt acceptable which4n a, way of God could moſt effe- 
Qually humble and abaſe you, and you have put aneceſſ- 
tie upon mee, .to deale freely and faithfully with your 
ſoules. Have noyou, honored and worthy Patriots and 
Senators; infinize cauſe to bemoane this, that you have 


not knowne the nmes in reference to your duties? 
| ed to view the times you lived while you 


Firſt, be plead: 
private Gentlemen, -betore you were called to thele 
ſervices, when you lived in your {everall Counz 


wries; where] &now by rcaſon of your wealth,and parts, 


were 


cafes 
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nities more then other people had, to have done much 
ſervice, to have made the times and places berter for you. 
Did you then thus know the times ? did you then walke 
as wiſe men, redeeming the times? did you know what 
God expeQted from you in your places,and have you done 
it? O blefled yee, if you have : But (I beſcech you) will 
it not rather appeare upon a true (earch, that many of you 
in thoſe dayes walked in the wayes of riot, inunclean- 
neſſe, in drunkenneſle, poſſibly in ſwearing, in propha- 
ning Gods holy time, in moles and {corming Religion, 
was it not thus © it behoves youto (earch; did you not 
make your owne Families, the Townes and Lordſhips 


bao T9 WOO ev Fr” Wo 


cauſing 1/ract to finne ? did not you thereby helpeto pull 
downe thoſc judgements that have beene like to devoure 
and deſtroy this whole Land? andit ſo, have you beene 
humbled under theſe things « have you fince repented of 
them 2 or do they ſtill ſtand upon your ſcore before that 
God that keeps an exact accompt of all the Talents that 
ever hee hath pur into your hands ? I beſcech youenquire 
into it z butler me goe further, and enquire whether {1nce 
the timethar God hath ſeparated you from your brethren, 
and by a notable providence called you our to be the heads 
of all our Tribes , have you fince that time knowne the 
times in reference to your duties ? It is now above fix 
yeers {ince many of you have beene called to this worke, 
one of the greareſt workes that mortall men have beene 
imployed inthele many hundreds of yeers,a work wherein 
you have beene affiſted not onely with the prayers and 
teares of thoſe that feare God, throughout the Chriſtian 
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| | world, but with the ſtates and blood of many, and God 
* | himſelfe hath carried you in his bolome, and made youthe 
* | moſtremarkable handfull of men, that I rchinke this day 
breath upon the earth, in __ of the mercies __ 
at 


where you lived the worſe for you, as ſo many Feroboams 
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ſhould bee found amongſt you any that ſho 
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hath ſhewed you,and in this time(certaine I am)hath pur 
into your hands as many golden opporcunities, not onely 
required as many dutics,bur put as mary golden "—_ 
aities into your hands to ef:ablih ovr wretched king. 
dome, and toreſcue a decayed, likewarme, Apoſtatized 
Church, as ever were put into the hands of a Parlia- 
ment, Now (beloved) have you known your times,and 
taken your opportunitics? I know it well, that you have 
wreſtled with huge diffticulties,infinice oppolitions, and I 
know that oft-times the perverlneſſe of a Patient poyſo- 
ning his owne diſeaſe or wounds may truſtrate the care 
of the beſt Phyſitians; and God forbid, that that which is 
onely your milery, ſhould ever bee ampurted ro you as 
your finncz bur ſuppoſe upon a diligent ſearch, any of 
you that are called ro bee our wile men,to know the times 
for us, that at your doore it thould le in great part, thar 
our mileries are nor yet healed, how {ad would that bee? 
To this end I moſt -humbly pray you inquire, it upon 
2 diligent {earch there ſhould bee found among vou any 
whoar this day live inthe ſame finfull, riotous, ungod- 
ly, wicked converſation that they led, before God called 
them to this publique ſervice: that after your ſolemne 
oath, with your hand lifted upto the moſt high God for 
the reformation of your wayes, that you ſhould bee 
found ſtill with Z:mr; and CoFv, to live in thoſe finnes 
for which God is judging this Nation ; Were thu to know 
the times, and what Iſrael hath to dee ? Suppoie further, 
there ſhould bee found amongſt you any fich as ſhould 
ordinarily negle& the publique ſervice, and turne your 
backs upon it, to attend your own privare affaires, after 
that the Kingdome hath pur into your hands whatſoever 
under God is pretious and deare unto them ; were this #0 
know the times and what Tſrae! hath to doe: Suppoſe there 

Tieckead: 
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vantage to themſelves out of publique calamiries, or 
ſhould finfully helpe to undoe thoſe tor whom they are . 
call:dro bee S1viours; were this to know the times? Sup- 
pole that any or you ſhould bee tound unjuſt in judge- 
ment, and tayour an unrighteous man in his cauſe, either 
for cor: upt gaines or out of oppoſition to them you like 
nor, and ſo proſtrate the untainted honour of the Parli- 
ament to the reproach of the adverſaries, the ſcandall of 
the Nation, the teares and griefe of them who love you, 
were this to know the times, and what Iſrael hath to dot ? Sup- 
pole it ſhould bee found rhart there ſhould bee any thatin 
matters of Re/igion ſhould fide with a partie for corrupt 
and lintull ends, and make Religion but an Engine to 
carry on ſome other ſintull defigne z were thus to know the 
times 4rd what 1ſrae! had to doe © Suppoie yet turther, that 
upon a diligent ſcarchthere ſhould be found among you 
any that doe retard maiters of the greateſt moment; 
that the ſerling of Religion ſhould bee obftruted by you, 
that many people abroad are remiſle in it, becauſe they 
judge you have no heart to it z were thus 10 know the time, 
ard what Iſrae! hath to doe? Suppoſe that the cries and 
teares of the oppreſſed, I meane not the fatherleſſe and 
widowes, ( whom I am confident the Houſes of Park- 
ament would helpe this very day, if it lay in their power) 
butthe cries of ſome opprefied by Commirtees or others 
in the Countrey, ſhould come up to you and ſecke for 
luccour,and it ſhould bee fouud that ſome of you ſhould 
patronize the wrong-doers, and keepe them off from 
comming to a hearing, and thereby from redreſle, were 
this to know the times,” and what Iſrael had t6 doe ? Henora- 
ble,and Worthy, doe not miſtake mee, I am farre from 
laying it is ſo, I oncly ſuggeſt theſe things to your owne 
ſearch, and if in naming the particulars I miſtake any of 
them, God knowes it is Wis -_4 ſame finglenefſs of 

2 heart 
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heart, wherewith Fob ſan&ifyed his Children. ſacrificed 


+=. for them, ſaying, Peradventure my ſonn's han's [146d and 


Uſe 2. 


Exhortation, 


z. In generall 
ro all, ro in- 


deavour after 
:his wiſcdome, , 


z Thheſ.5.1, 


curſed God in they hearts; {ure Tam it concerncs youalt ro 
ſearch andrry;for it it ſhould be ſo, wee are all like ro 
ſmart for it, for as he ſaid of the Roman Senate, 1t4 nati 
eftis ut bona malaque wveſtra ad rempub. pertineant, Y our con- 
dition is ſuch, that your good and your evill, is the good 
and evill of the Commonwealth, ir bclongs to us all: 
and ſhould the great God find any of you walking thug 
unworthy of the great truſt hee hath committed to 
you, when hee hath put (as it were) the fates of his 
Churchand Kingdome in your hands, under him to dif. 
pole of them, hs wrath would bee kindled againſt you, 
thele things would lic very heavy upon your {core, and 
wee and you ſhould dearely ruc it. Sure I am, there is 
not a man of us, but for ſome or other of theſe things, 
hath juſt cauſe tolay his hand upon his heart with ſorrow, 
and to pur his mouth in the duſt, and this day to bee ve 
deepely humbled and abaſcd before God. And this is the 
firſt Uie, a Uſe of Humiliation, that wee have not in time 
paſt, ſo knowne the times as wee ſhould in refcrenceto 
our duties. There is one more, and that is, 

A Uſe of Exhortation ; Is this ſo excellent and neceCſ 
ſary a dutie, to know the times inreference to our duties ? 
O that I knew how to ſpeake ſomewhat in the name of 
the Lord, that might promote this wiſedome in you for 
time to come, that inthis our day wee might know the 
things that concerne our peace, that they may nor be for 
ever hid from our eyes; O that I could fay to. you, as 
Faul (aid re the Theſ[alonians : Concerning the times and ſea- 
ſons, it i Geer To mee to write to you, for you your 

Ives keeow perfely. To this end I beſcech you take 


Motives there--D1iefly theſe toure Meditations ro provoke you to- ſtudy 


© - 


this wiſedome in rime to come. Fuſt, 
Often 
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Often conſtder how muchrtime,8 how many golden op- 
portunities thou haſt loſt already;how oftthere hath been 
inthy hands a price to purchaſe Wiſdome, and thou haſt 
loſtit for want of a heart, and then thinke whether it bee 
not more then needfull that thou ſhouldeſt loſe no 
more. Secondly, 

"\Confider how much doth depend upon that moment 
of time that yet is bchinde, Iris an old ſaying , Our life 
is buy 4 moment. but Ex hoc momento pendet 4ternitas, Eter- 
nity dependeth upon this moment, no lefle then the glo- 
ry of God, and the {aving of thy immortal! foule, andir 
may bee of chy family, i may bee of the Church and 
Kingdome, dependeth upon thy knowing the times. 


Thirdly, 


Conlider thou canſt nor tell, whether ever thou fhalr 

enjoy after this day one opportunity more; the Angel may 

uickly coineand {weare cencerning thee and mee, Time 
Ba be no more, And then Fourthly, 

Conhder when Time ceaſes to bee any more, thou 
muſt give an accompt for all the time that hath been; 
that certainly at the barre and Tribunall of God, all che 
Times andcalons that God hath truſted thee with, ſtand 
upon thy ſcore, andWwill bee exaſted of thee: Rejoyce O 
young man ( (aith Solomen in the 11 of Eccleſiaſtes) 1nthy 
youth , and let thy htart cheare thee in the dayes of th 
outh and walke in the wayes of thine heart, and in the 
feht of thine cyes , take thy pleaſures, waſte thy ſeaſons, 
but know that ſor all theſe things thou muſt come to judge- 
ment, Such Meditations as theſe would provoke your 
hearts to bee very carefull to loſe no more time -. but. ra- 
ther to enquire what you ſhould doe for time to come, 
and how you might learne this Wildome: And truly, it 
would filla Volume, to tell what every one fhould doe, 
from what wee: ſhould redecme our time , and to what wee 
E 3 ſhould. 
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ſhould redeeme it, and by what meanes wee ſhould doe it, 
2 In particulat T dare not enter upon that diſcourſe: Bur there is one 
|= an wane thing wherein I deſire freedome, that I might be as help- 
» fthis Hon'c, full as I can to the Honourable Senate chat hath called me 
ro the ſervice of this day: Honourable and Beloved, 
God hath caſt your lor ſo, that if you be rightly inſtru- 
Red in this one Leſſon, you may make our times differ as 
Daniela; much from former times, as Nebuchadye77ars Golden 
head did from the feet of iron and clay; Golden times 
indeed might bee brought about, it God vouch(ated bur 
ro teach you this one Leſſon. Your duties are many, tor 
whatſocverlies uponany other, lies eminently upon you; 
You are to doe all thole things in every time, that others 
are todoe; and you are todoe many things that others 
cannot doe, and may not doc: That you may therefore 
know your duty , give mee leave to repreſent betore you 
Theface of our the true face of our Times wherein wee live, and ſhew 
nary what in theſe Times you have co doe, and herein I will 
not preſume to put any Prudentialls upon you, (we ought 
all to thinke that Prudenrialls are better underſtood by 
you, then by us) but what ſhall I {ay, thall (God willing) 
appeareto be matter of Conſcience, marters of necefli- 
ty, and things that may not bee left to liverty; Know 
then our preſent times, 
Fir, in gene- Firſt in generall,are ſuch Times,as I chinke never were 
_ full of hefore us in the World, I may ſay of ourtimes, as the 
x Prophet Foel ſaithin the 1 of Foe!, Heare © yee 0/4 men, 
was tt ever thus in your dayes, or in the dayes of your fore- 
fathers 2 I mean, our times are ſo full of various admini- 
ſtrations, ſuch a concurrence of all kinde of Providences 
and Adminiſtrations, as {eldome were ever knowne in ſo 
few yeares; Wee have been ſometimes full of hopes of 
recovery, ſometimes at the brinke of deſpaire, ſomerimes 
dawnings of light, by and by all clouded over _ 
wit 
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with utter darknefle; ſometimes we ſee a people draw- 
ing nigh to Godthat hides his face from them, by and by 
God driiing nigh toa people that run away from him ; 
ſuch alrcrations, ſuch viciſh:udes of all kindes of admini- 
ſtrations, that truly I may compare our rimes tothe wind 
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mentioned in the firſt of Eccleſtaftes, It whirles about conti- xc 16 


nually, now 11 the Nr th, and then in the South, and never a- 
bides in one Point : So hath it been with us for theſe foure 
or five laſt yearcs : this day of ours hath been like that 


day in the 14 of Zachariah, neither night nor day, nor light ZkieL 6s 


wor darkneſie, buta ſtrange kinde of mixture of all thelE, 
andiin ſuch varions and uncertaine Times as theſe are, 
what have the heads of our Tribes to dee? — I anſwer 


plainly, all others with you, and you with others, are in pan 107.43. 


fuch dayes to ſtand and behold the Workes of God, 
viewing and admiring, and adoring theſe Moſaick works, 
theſe Checquer workes of God , but it concernes you a- 
bove all others, to ſtand conſtantly upon your watch, and 
employ al! your Parts and Wildome, and Faithfulnefle, 
leſta change of t:merake you upona ſudden, As when a 
Ship 1s at Sea, if ir ſaileto the Weſtward, and once get 
beyond the Canaries, where the Sea ſets conſtantly one 
way, and ſtate-winds blowing tor fo many Moneths to- 
gether in onz Point, a moderate <kiil and care of him that 
guides the Helme, wil carry them on witheaſez bur in va- 
rious winds, and tumultuous Seas, when they faile ſome- 
tim-s among Rocks, and lometimes among Quickſands, 
ſome: imes in Gultes, ſometimes in the Ocean, ſometimes 
almoſt at the Shoare, it rhe Pilot be nor exrreame skiltull 
and careful], himſelte, his Barque, and all thatare with 
him are quickly caſt away : So1am aſlaredis it now with 
ns in thele various adminsſtrations ; you that are our Pi- 
lots, that fit at the Sterne, muſt ſhew more then ordinary 
Skill and diligence,or we may quickly periſh, Bur 

More 
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aMore particu- More particularly there arc ſeven ſ(everall Scenes of the 
we opened in Time (if I may ſocall them) or orrs of things, thateve- 
7 Particulars. ry day areaRed upon Our Stage, and in every one of them 
I ſhal ſhew you, what youthar arethe Heads of our Tribes 
havero doe, Firſt, 

r. Our times Ourtimes are times of moſt prodigious wickednefle, 
adajounwic- horcible abominations in mens manneuygs I am confident, 
kednesin mens never ſuch abominable drunkenneſle, and generall looſe- 
converſ3'198. nefle in that kinde; never more univerſall liberty of who- 
ring Inceſtuous mariages, oppreflions, cruelty, injuſtice, 

malice , revenge , and every ching that might fill a Land 

with ungodlinefle, Since wee or our fore-Fathers were 
borne,never was there a greater deluge of wickedneſle, 
Ezekiely., then in theſe our times, and what hawe the Heads of 
Iſrael to doe at ſweh a times Certaincly you, and all 0- 
thersatſuch times are called ro monrne tor all;the abomi- 

Epheſ.5.35. nations of the Times,” and you, and all others arecal- 
ledto walke more exactly, in that time, to redeemethe 

time when the daNtsarcevill : But Tow above all others 

are called out by God, ſuch times,to be his inſtruments, 

Rom. 12. 4 tooppole thele things, the Miniſters of God, to execmte 
Vengeance upon thoſe that do evill: For theſe things, 1 think 

ou ſhall not need ro trouble your ſelves ro make new 

wes, as exccllent Lawts are already made againſt 

rhem all, as I thinke any Common-wealth in the world 

hath, but if concernes you to ſee that theſe bee put in exe- 

cution 3 Ir concernes you in times of oppreſſion to deli- 

ver the poore and the oppreſled , out ot the Talons and 

Pawes of them, who teare them and cruſh them in picces, 

It concerns you to {ce that the Juſtices and other offi 

cers in the Countrey, ſet not up theſe houſes of Sinne, 
Alchouſes and Tavernes, nor that when ſome well-affe- 

Red put them downe, Great men ſer them up againe z and 

foin other abominations it concernes you to ſec way ince- 

| yOous 
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ftuous Mariages and ſuch ungodlinefles, go not unbranded 

and unpuniſhed , the Lord kindle zeale in your hearts, 

that you may doe it: that is one, Our Times are times of 
abom;nable wick edneſie. Secondly, 

Our times are times of Errors, horrible Errors, I meane 

not ſuch Errors as are to bee found among Gods people, Or times ace 
to whom hee never hath given an <quall light, aod not- _—_—_— 
our rs, which Errors himſelf beares with them, and 1%. wk 
would have his people bear one with another; bur I meanc mus, 
our times are times of ſuch Errors as arc heretical and bla(- 
phemous, ſuch as concern our Chriſtian taith, and holy 
- converlation, in a very high degree; it would weary 
you, bur totell you, the chings that are generally knowne 
to ſpread as a Gangrene, a new generation of men arc ris 
ſen UP, and ſpread all the points of Arminianiſme, univer- 
{all Redemption, Apoſtaſie from grace, Mans frec-will, 
mulcitudes of others cry downe the Law, as not having 
any thing to do with Gods people; orhers denying thar 
the Saincs of God ſhould ever any more contefle finne 
to God in prayer; others queſtioning whether there bee 
any Church or Miniſtery this day upon the face of the 
earth, and whether there ſhall bee any till new Apoſtles 
ariſe : Nay, beyond all theſe, many denying the Lord Je- 
lus , 'that bought us with his blood, ro bee Gods or 
the Holy Ghoſt to bee God;others denying the three Per- 
ſons in the Trinity ; and conſequently affirming that we, 
and all che Chriſtian world with us, doe worſhip Idols in 
ſtead of God, tor if theſe men bee right, they are Idols 
whom wee worſhip. Theſe, and abundance of ſuch hor- 
rid.things as theſe are, doe ſpread and {carter like wilde- 
lire every where in all corners of the Land, go the grear 
6 rr of Gods wrath, & ou rreproach through the 

Jtxiſtian world, And what have our, Heads to dee 4s ſuth 4 
me: Certainly youandal others ought to meu bjhal 
V." _ riyngs, 


I» 


2 Wi 
things, and reare your clothes, and your haires,' ahdyout 


A Sermon preached before the Hohorable-- 


hearts, that God ſhould be ſodithonored, bur for your du- 
ties who are in high Places, tor what is peculiarto you, 1'i! 
not diſpure any controverſie at this time, but ſer down Two 
things which I know you muſt yeeldro,' 'One is, + 

- Certainly you learch duigendy- into the Scrip- 
tures, and enquire wherher Jeſus Chriſt would have you 
oppoſe your (elves againſt cheſe rhings that are ſo oppoſire 
ro him , If upon advligent ſearch, you findethat hee hath 
not-auchorized you, doe&not 'you arrogate-any- authoriry 
that Chriſt hath not given you; my Lie will never honour 
God, though I ſhonld tell it for Gods glory, and your 
thruſting yourſelves into an office, Chriſt hathnot cal- 
led you unto, will never be accepred by him. Bur if Se- 
condly, -* | | | | 

: Upon a diligentfearch, it appeares hee hath given au- 
thority untoyou, then I am as afſur'd char hee hath nor lefr 
it ro your arbitrement, whether you'll uſe it, or no; hee 
hath not left'it ro your will, whether you will puniſh them, 
butif you have powerto ſtop them, and:doe nor, heewil 
ay them all at your doores, and require them ar your 
hands ; therefore ſearch diligently what you have power 
ro doe, and then letnor theſe things goe on, to Gods dil- 
honour. But{uppofing you have authority. What then 
robe done ? Tanſwer, you muſt nor take Blaſphemiies, Er- 
rors, and Herefies to bee ſuch upon the reporcs of other 
men, but as the Lord ordered them in the 13 /0F' Denrers- 
wornre, {0 likewiſe muſt you doe, Srarch diligently wherhts 
indeed fuch and {uh things ave done; and whenWUity ap- 
peare to bee done ,)"out-of the zeale of God,” doe'thir 4 
gainſt eng cs Lord would haye = Coe ; "It 
not yort Religion'be this contqminared;/ ſiſfor ner your 
ehidren; to who you'rplit on bee nurfing Fithiers,-r0 
bee'thits poiſoned byFpch corrupt Dottrines, adage 
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red by ſuch wolves: This I know you will all ſublcribe 
unto ; This I defire above all may ſticke with you, that if 
the Lord hath given you power, hee hath not given you 
libertie to forbeare ſuch men; God in mercy make you 
zealous for him, that hath been zealons for you in all 


your troubles. Thirdly, | 
Our times are times of wrath, a great deale of wrath 


from the Lord is gone forth, you know what dreadful} Ou times are 
Vaalls of wrath, have been-poured our in blood ; terrible 5 watt 
quivers of deſtroying arrowes have been ſhot-our'in Be. 

ſtilence, all which rell you God is angry: And wha: then 


have our Heads and Leaders to doe? certainly all people 


ſhould tremble when God is angry; The Lyom roares,what Amos 18. 


beaſt doth ot tremble? andevery onemuſt lab&ur to pa- 
cige bim when hee is angry ; but you whom the Lord 
hath placed under him in ſuch high place and authority, 


muſt with Moſes at ſuch atime, callto Ares to run with 28am.a8.r 


his -Cenſer, you muft labour to enquire out the Cau- 
ſes of it, and execute the judgement and vengeance that 
God would have executed upon them who have procured 


it; You muſt with Foſeeb, 2 Kings 22.13. inquire what & Kings 22.13; 
will appeaſe him, and with the King of Nzneveh, call 195ah s. 


upon every one to turne from-theevill of his doings, and 
your ſelves bee examples tothe reſt, Fourthly, 
Our times are times of Warre, terrible warres, unfia- 


turallwarres, bloody warres, as ever England knew, and ,, 
as yet the Armies are in the Field, and though there bee no «i 


open Enemy, the Swords not pur up; and 1n 7re/avd,poer 
wretched Ireland, the warre is more terrible, where if we 
labour nottoend it by ſending our brethren timely ſuc- 
cours, the bloody enemy is like to come ro make a few 
war us ere it be long; Andin the times of warre,YVhat 
have the beads of ow Tribes to do * Certainly all people ina 
time of warre, ſhould make it a time of mourning 3 Exe- 
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Ezck.23, 10. kiel ſaith, The Sword is furbiſbed. and drawne , and made 
bright for ſlaughter, ſhould wee then make murth ? Should 
this bee a time of jollicie.? and all thould labour to finde 
out the Cauſcsof the warre , what the Sword-procuring 
tins are, and every one to-repent and turne from them, 
But you that arc our Heads, arero look to theſe 2 Things 
principally. Fhrft, 

I. That while the warre doth laſt, and muſt laſt , that our 
Campes and Armies may bee in ſuch a condition , that 

Deur, 22.9, God may not abhorre our Armies; When the Hoſt goes 
forth ts the battail, keepe thee from every evill thing. And 
Secondly, | 

2. Inthe times of Warre, you ſhould alwayes labour after 
an honorable, ſafe, and juſt Peace, peace is the end of 
warte ; Pax una trinmmphis,One peace is worth 100 Viſto- 
ries; and therefore you muſt principally addrefle your 
ſclvesto God, who alone can give us Peace - Kings and 
States may begin a warre, but God onely muſt end it; we 
may daube up a peace, and get counterteits of peace, but 
all will bee arena fone calce, Sand without lime, a mortar 

. which will not hold , but as a ſwelling in a high wall, 

| whoſe bicach comes ſuddenly : Therefore remember : 
againe and againe, your worklies with the God of. Peace, 
pacific him, and hee will create peace tor you. Fiftbly, 

s. Our Times are times ot Diviſions ; ſuch Diviſions, as 

Our times are ( 1 thinke ) were hardly ever knowne in the Chriſtian 

= otdivi= World ; Diviſions every where, diviſions in Parliament, 
diviſions inthe Aſſembly, divifions.in the Citic, divifions 
in State affaires; but woe and alaſſe, moſt of all , and 
worſt of all, diviſions among Gods-people, the Servants 
of God who heretefore-prayed together, faſted roge- 
ther, could haye been banuhed. cogether, now, .avit ahe 
curſe of Simeon and Levi were fallen upen thou; i they 
are divided in Fag#h, ang ſcattered jn 1/rael,, Manaſſeb we 
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againſt Ephraim, and Ephraim againſt Menſch, and gvery 

one cates the fleſh of his owne arme, and thropghithe 

wrath of the Lord, the Land isdarkened and infatuated, 

by the miſerable diviſions of Gods owne people; and 

theſe diviſions are fomented, encouraged, and back'd by 

a Third il-affeted party, who deſires that-thele Two, like 

wilde beaſts,may teare one another, and weaken gne ano- 

ther, chat they may devoure them both; and all this gocs 

on thorough our finne: And truly wee are in my poore 

thoughts, as it God had letr usro bee as Moab, and Am. » Chron. 20; 

#0, and Mount Seir, wheretwo ſtood up againſt one to - 

deſtroy it, and then the other two to deſtroy one another, 

as the tooliſh Woman, wee are pulling downe .our houſe 

with our owne hands, And now(Hanorable and Belo- 

ved)in ſuch fad & uncomfortabletimes as thele arc, what 

have the Heads of our Iſrael to doe * what doth the Lord 

looke for at your hands * Certainly you with others,and 

you above all others, ſhould labour ro bee our Phylirians, 

our e/£[culapisſſes, ro joine our diflever'd limbes, and if it 

bee poſſible, ro make us one 2gaine : , Noble Senators, is 

there no way that your Wildome .can-contrive t6 make 

Pacification, Accommodation, and Reconciliation, but 

muſt wee goe. on thus to ruine jone. another ? - Any ordi- 

nary head may ſerve rogmbroyle things, but herewould 

bee the Mafter-piece of. your Wiſdome, if you could find 

out a way-how the envieot Ephraim, and the ill will of 

Manaſſch might ceaſe, and that Gads people mighr yer 

bee reconciled, and:united ,. of. one- minde as. farreas is 

pofhible, and made of one hears in thoſe, lower things, 

whereinthey canfiot bes of oneminde; Wquld Gad put 

this in your hearts, that you mighe ſpeegily;and earneſtly 

ſet aboutic, chat if chere ſhould)be found any 4Animeſities 

| nog yeur (elves pu would laychem down, ficſt;& all | © * 

agree $0 ſtudy the Publike | de taco 
3 Can 
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Mm thaCountrey , 'Sthatyou-could doe as Conftaminedid, 
who burnt all the Libells that were preſented to him frem 
one Biſhop againſt atiother , and 'never left till hee had 
made peace among/them.  O-that God would both ina- 
ble you, and pfovoke youto ſet {peedily upon-this works, 
God, and his people have their eyes upon you, and expe. 
you ſhould imploy all your Wiſdome, Piety, Parts, and 
Authority to extinguiſh thoſe flames which threaten ſpee. 


- dy ruine to us all, 


' * Our'times are times' of. Reformation ; As they ate 

times of finne and errour, and wrath, and warre, and di- 

wvifions, which all five arc'very {:id, ſo the other two are 

excillent, our times are times of Reformation; I mean, 

they are times not onely of much Goſpell light, bur they F 
are rimes of growing, and increaſing light, 'wherein the 
light of the Goſpell ſpreads: more, and the Lord as in 
other parts of the world,(o eſpecially amongſt us, ſcemes 
to-bee Jaying our the plattorme of his Temple, and to 
ſer our a new 'edition of his Church, fairer and more 
beautifull then ever; and what have the Heads of wn 
Tribes $8 doe xx fuch a time £ without all queſtion, very 
much of it will lie upon your hands under God, you have 
contended ftifly and! couragiouſly for our liberties, and 
ptopertics; and to tecover us/from bondage and flavery, 
and'God hath been with you in it;and although'rhe king- 
dome doth-not-yet teele its, - and {o it may bee doth not 
greatly thank you,” becauſe'in deſperate'diſcaſes,] the cut 
i5E6mmonly more coy 4#nd- more tedious then the dif 
eaſes, bur I doubr God vouchſafes 'a fſertling 
they will finde the fruit of -- what you have done” for 
then/and bleſſe God for 'you that 'are their: healers, 
Hut- Wnio\y-"(Þ beſecch 'you')' that our 'Religion' b 
our io Onent Pedthe, and thar wheretpon our hea 
= 
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is moſtfet,and\if there ſhould bes any. miſcariage in it 
all will periſh with itz- wee ſhould: call every thing elſe 
khabod, it Religion:naiſcarry, all is gone and theretore 
to provoke you ro helpe ns-in- this thing, let mee leave 
thele two Concluſions in'ygur boſomes. Firſt, : - L 
'A Reformation begun, and nor'carricd ons..alwayes 
brings more wrath from God , yon have —_ the Rey 
formation, youare engaged in-it by: aath and;Covenant, 
and ſome happy proceeding and progreſſe you haye made 
nit, God grant you ſlack nor inac - Fat:youll fiade inthe 
Scripuutes, 2 reformation begun and laid aftde is z peoples 
undoing In Eljehs dayes there was 'a Reformation be- 
gun, ir fell downe and the Kingdame perithed with its 
on” time a Reformatron-was begua, and quickly 
d aſide with the death of that good Kwang, and the King- 
dome was ruined preſently afterat. 'In:Haggai his dayes, 
the Reformation was' begun, then! laid afide 31 God: pre-- 
ently ſmote them with Blaſting and 1Mildew, , and would 
bave endone them, '# they had mot. zaken'i-up: againe+ 
God lookes you ſhould carry thisworki on, And. L adde, 
Without ſetling Relizion, -yoa thall never ſertle the 
Common-wcealth, Hee that writes a Booke of the cor- 
ropt and troubled ſtare of the-Church,. will: hardly. ever 
Write'n Booke of the 'quier and-letled-Srateof 'the Come 
mdnwealth'; Chriſt is King.of Nations and'/ Comman- 
wealths' as well as King -of:'Satats : Now the glory of 
Chriſt is ſo muctconcerned inthe marter- of Religion, 
that they-ihall- never fir. le thi propitiousno them, for 
their goud in humane affaires, who negleQ-himt in that 


W715 doe it that? Vfeare notto (ay confiden 
He miftakeawho fay, you/havemnotbing 40. 
All thegoot/ Kings that ever: I xcad of im 
God, thougin'not onal yithey had to doe. 


thatis-deareſt tom; Bur wheat have our Heads and Ru- 


39 


A Serman Preached before the Honor able 


was their firſt work 4 Fove princepium, they all began with 
it,they-ever accounted the Reformation, & preſervation, & 
| propogation ot Religion to be their Crown : but what have 
| Cluon.29, Jo# to deer I aniwer, you muſt with Devzd, {ct your whole 
hearts to the houte of your God, really and ſeriouſly, 
i Kings 5. With Solomen1ctas many onworkeas you can poſſibly, to 
2 Chron-17 7- Prepare materials for Gods houſe; with Fehoſaphas ſend 
ehemiah $8. : 
- Chron 31, abroad as-many ftairhfull Preachers as you can, to goe 
abour and inſtrutrhe people from Towne ro Towne, and 
Citie'to.- Citie; rill you can ger Miniſters to bee ſetled, 
With Nehemiah labour to build the walls of Feruſalem, 
though in a troubleſ@merime, with a Sword in one hand 
anda Trowell in the other, ſcr up diſcipline te bee a 
hedge and tence to the Churches, With Hezetiah la 
bourto provide honorable maintenance for Gods houſe 
and his Miniſters; that young men may not bee diſcours 
ged in their ſtudies, 'For when young Scudents can ee, 
Galen and Fuſtinian, the ſtudy of che Law or Phyfick can 
give them wealth and honour, and the Miniſtry nothing 
but beggery, ic will bee a great ſnare tothem, though the 
worke of the Miniſtry bee honorable, and hath an 
Nehemiah 13, ADundant reward with God, yet for want of maintenance 
I1. the houſe of God will bee forſaken ;, Sint Macenates, non deerunt 
marones: Men of parts muſt have incouragement, andin 
your proviſion for them forget not the Schooles of the 
Prophets, rememberthe Univerſities : Indeavour to cat- 
ry onthe worke, that the beautie and power of Religion 


may bepromoted,and the Lord dire you ta it. Seventh 

ly,arid laſtly, RY [ 

7- © Ourtimes are times of Deliverances, the ſt del 
Ourtmesa* yerances that I thinks the Lord hath wr 

verances, "brought 1ſ-«4/out of Egypt z ſuch deliverances as we out 

ſelves are like"men inz dreame, ſuch deliverances tha 


r1mes of deli- ſince hee 
there bath becnc but fow foorkeps of: ordinary PR 
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dence inthem ; deliverances that have beene rhe fruit of 
Prayer, the fruit of Covenanting, the fruir ot Faſting,and 
in all theſe the fruit of free grace, wherein the Lord hath 
exceeded not onely our Faith, but our Prayers, and hath 
meaſured out to us all that hee hath done by the ſhekel of 
the Sanctuary, his own ſhekel that is double of ours; I 
know, you forget not the wonderfull things the Lord 
hath done, and what have our Heads to doe at ſuch a Time? 
| Truly ,all others with you,but you more then all, at ſuch 
atime mult bce caretull of theſe faure things z 

Firſt, God expects when hee workes deliverances, that 
his people ſhould con{ider his workes, and ſtand amazed 


like men in a dreawe, onr mouth was filled with laughter, and 
aur 10nzxue with joy, The Lord (ſay they) hath done 
great things for us; Thus let us admire his works. 

In times of deliverance, you muſt bee very carctull ro * 
pay your vowes4z the vowes that you made in the time of } 


Selves,and Liberties,and Religion,and the Kingdom were 
all like to bee buried quicke together ; God expects in 
times of dcliverance to have thoſe vowes remembred and 
paid, conſider what they were, Thirdly, 

Whenthe Lord workes ſuch deliverances, hee expects, 
and it will very well become the Heads of our Tribes, to 
keepe the ſame lowly and humble {pirit, that they had 
while God kept them under afflitions;to have their cares 
85 much opened to good countell , when God hath exal- 
ted them,as when hee abaſed them; this is a hard I:ffon 
tolearne : 1 fince the beſt of all Gods ſervants have much 
failed in this particular. Good David himfſclfe in the day 
of his proſperity kept not alwayes that humble ſpirit 
Which hee had in his low eſtate, nor 4a, nor H{4354h,nor 

HeRekjah, and wee know the ſtory of that famous Queen, 
: G whole 
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atit;, When the Lord turned the captivitie of Zion, wee were Val. 125, 1,2, 
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9vs, aS2 fheepe for the ſlaughter, yet afterwards it was 
rhoughr needfull ro intreate that it might not bee #a#quam 
zndomita juvenca,as an untamed Heifer, Men are infinite. 
ly prone to bee lifred up, when God enlarges them, bur 
God infinixcly deteſteth it, and will not pur it up at the 
hands of any. Thercfore I moſt humbly beſeech you, 
(Right Honorable, and Honorable and beloved) let Da- 
wvidand Solomon his ſonne, and {{J714h, and HeJekiah bee 
warnings to you, and doe you labour to maintaine the 
ſame lowly ſpirit, that you had when you could 
dayes of mourning for the finnes of the Kingdome, for 
your perſonal! finnes and Parliament f1nnes, ſuch a ſpirit 
would infinitely pleaſe God. Andlaſtly, 

Ia the time of deliverance, God expeAs of thoſe that 
are the Heads and Rulers of a people, that every delive- 
rance ſhuuld by them bee improved tothe utmoſt, for the 
end for which ir is given every Rod hath a voyce and 
calls for ſome dutie, and every mercy and deliverance 
hath a voyce and calls fora dutie, every —_— your Aro 
mics have got, and every towne hath beene ſurrendred, 
every plot that hath been diſcovered hath ſome dutie 
written upon it, which God expects you fhould learne: All 
theſe things without queſtion lie upon you, and God 
doth and will expe chem at your hands, and what heart 
would nottremble tothinke how much lies upon you?my 
ſoule is deepely affeed with your taske, more then hw 
mane ſtrength muſt carry you on, or you will bee imparts 
axecri, never able ro goethrough your work, V Vhart grati- 
ous man who underſtandsthis,would ever pray to Godin 
his Chamber without remembring you, and your work? 
and for you your ſelves O what need is there that 
you ſhould call in the Payers and ſupplications of all 
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lay afide any bufineſſe of your owne, all ſelf-intereſt, and 
count it to be but catching of Flyes , in compariſon of 
the worke you are called to, and that you lay aſide all 
carnall confidence of any power or wiſdome of your 
owne, or relying on agy Arme of fleſh , that is never a- 
ble to carry you thorough all your worke : Bur in ſtead 
hereof, to relie wholly upon the wiſdome, promile, and 
power of God, ſubmit your ſclves to him, ard truſt co 
him alone, who onely is able to carry you thorough all. 
Thus of the ſecond part of my Text, the excellent com- 
mendation of this Tribe of 1ſachar , They had wnderſtane 
ding to know the times, and what Iſrael had to doe. Spare 
mee libertie for a few words of the Third, and I have 
done; which 1s, 


The intereſt that they had in their Brethrens hearts, 4A Third par of 


their Brethren were at their command, or at their month, hung 
= their mouth: certainly it is aot meant of any compul- 


the Text, The 
mrereſt cheſc 1 
IL caders had im 


on, but a power they had got in their brethrens hearts 'hcir biethuem, 


by their Wiſdome and faithfull carriage ; they ſaw that 
they were wiſe and faithfull men , and that ſer them u 
high in their eſteem, and by this inward reſpeR, the lit 
ting upot their hands, was as good as the diſplaying of 
a Banner, to make all their brethren come our and ſpend 
theirlives , and whatſoever they had in ther Countreys 
ſervice; which afford» us this Leſſon, 

That when the Heads and Leaders of a people are wiſe, 
to doe their duties, it gives them that intereſt 1n their Bre- 
threns hearts, that they will bee at their diſpofing. 


DoR.'3, 


Of this I could give you abundance of evidence; Moe Deur. $3«6 


ſes reigned as King in Fefbwrun, his wiſdome and grace was 
the things which ſet him ſo high. Foſb#s that had beene 
bur Moſes ſervant, had the ſame power with them, becauſe 
they ſaw the wiſdome of God in him: This was it got 
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the aged, reverenc:d him, and every eye which ſaw him,' 
bleſi:d him , becauſe hee part onrighteouſneſle, and wil- 
+» Come, and judgeme: it was tOluin as a robe and diademe, 
Davida man of x meane family, from a Shepheard, was 
x $:1m.18.16, feared by Saul, loved by the proplgy even while hee was 
x Kings 3-25. bur a Chyraine, becante they law hee behaved -1mſelfe 
wiſely. Solomonacnilde,and being bur a childe, very tub- 
jc co be contemned , ſwayed all Iſrac], they honoured 
him and feared him, when they ſaw the wiſdome that God 
had given him to doe Fuſtice and Judgement , abundance | 
of other inſtances there are of it, and Navid expteſſcrh Ic 
notably in th: 2 of Same! 2 Js He that rules PVEr Men MH 
bee juſt, ruling mm the move God ,, 1f hee bee ſuch an one, 
hec ſhall bze [ike the / l:eht of the mornt ins, like a cleare 
bright morning without clends, as the tender graſſe that 
rowes by the ſweet ſhowers of raine, {uch a one ſhall bee 
amiable, deſirable, beautifull, com; artable, hee 1s every thing 
you can with, if hec bee a good Man ruling in the feare of 
God; and Sotorr07 proves it notably by the contrary, in 
the 4 of Eccleſiaſtes, Better is 4 poore and wiſe Chilte,then 
an old and fo:liſh King, whowill no mere be admoniſhed. 0, 
A chalde, a poore childe that hath wiſdome, will have 
more love and honour,then a King, though an old man, 
and a great Prince, it hee bee doting 2 and too! 1ih, and wall 
not receive Counſcll, nor icarne wiſdome to dilcha, ge hrs 
duty; Tis wilſdome will winne hearts, and one dram of 
this wiſdome and grace will do more then a whole pound 
of greatnefle; And the rea{on'1s plaine, 

Becauſe this Wiſdomethar I have {ſpoken of, is the I- 
mage of God, which cannot bee contemne d, bur will bee 
teared by them that are bad, and honoured ans embraced 
by them that are good; and therefore 1t 15 ſaid of moſt 
of them 1 inſtarced in. that che people would lay, Ged,was 
w.th them, when they {aw their wile behaviour, I winde 

upall witha brick Application. 10 
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To-you our Heads and Leaders,give me leave to inftract Vſe. 
Of Exhor. 


you,how you may keepEngl/ane to \ be yours;how you may 
have your Brethreq at your Command, not out of Rules 
of State-policy , byr as a Miniſter of Chriſt, out of the 
Word of God, know the times and your dunes, ; ang walk 
as Men fearing God, taking the counlell of his Vyord as 
your onely g ouide ; This will make the worſt of men feare 
you, and the beſt honour and love you, your Brethrens 
hearts will hereby bee art your command, and your intereft 
| .ntheir hearts will rulerhem berrerthen Armies or Garri- 
' Gons: Many great Politicians go another way to worke , 
they thinke the affeRions of peopleare not to bee valued, 

they ſay, Populus humilizer ſervit, ſuperbe dominatur, that 
the People (like fire and water) are good Servants, but 


evill Maſters; and therefore the beſt way is ro ſubdue chem | 


and keep them under , but I am aſſured that you dereſt 
thelc Rules ; you know well enough, that the Peoples Ie 
# the beſt Exchequer,and this Letſonteache:h you the ſureſt 
way how to hold that firme, and cloſero you, even your 
wile walking and working in your great Truſt ; Herein 
lies the differerce berween Wildome and Policy, VVi- 

dome makes 2 man conſtanely keep the high road-way of 
Juſtice and Judgement, doing every thing upon Scripture 

grounds and rules - Policy directs men, when need 15, tO 
turne into odde by-paths, {ometime taking in the helpe of 
the Foxes Skin, ſomerime of the Lions paw; But ( Belo- 
ved) you ſhall certainly finde the way of VVildome to 
bee the ſafeſt and moſt ſucceſſefull; Politicians may deceive 
others for a while, bur themſetves for ever: You your 
ſelves have had much experience of it, you know what it 
Is ro command inthe hearts of your Brethren .had you had 
allthe Port Townes in England, in the beginning of your 
Troubles, and Garilons whereloever you coul 
hired, it would never have done you the ſervice 
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-. Jarts of your breckven Have done; you were ja t 
hearts; ta lavebecs at your ur command, and 
ave yourhis intereſt? V Y.hy,they; werelctupc 
jt" # nctmep paſtes, of br heig, yagkes, removir 
their grieyances,they (awh/yeſhr hearts gy ns Kyi | 
while you goe on re Tap ritions Wa, 
penrp <tr xlnn \You will pi ringereſt in God | 
his — "and while you re Gods favour, a 
your brethrens hearts , all contederacies / again(t ye 
- will bee Agra 4 - par. Tana br pur ies. nought, 4 
# that i ou rofper 
_ that x i Znf ou" oal bs lair | 
ſhould rhey eve (which God torbid)rhat youu 
our of rhe right way of V Viſdome and Picty, of Juc 
mentand ri iehcrouſnefſe that yougrow injorious, _ 
preſſion wa} injuſtice ſhould bee found among you, thy 
you ſhould favour evill men in evill cauſes, grow 10 
ſelf-ſeekers, or nor cordially indeayouring 0 ſettle Ped 
; and Religion, youwould then cerrainly engage God © 
gainſt you, and loſe the hearrs of your brethren, and you 
_ be undone,and wee ſhall be undone with YOU. 30 
am perſwaded berterthings of you, and ſuch things [- 
come 2 Ag whe England, yea, 2 Parliament thy 
bleſſed and magnifi od. "But conſider what T | 
fad, and orga Lord ng you underſlanding in af x rb. 4 


